
����������� � ���� ���������������� ������	
��	���
��	
��������� www.boltonartcircle.org.uk      December 2006�

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Monthly Competition 
 Last month’s picture was “The 
Hireling Shepherd” by William 
Holman Hunt. It is in Manchester 
City Art Gallery. I had correct 
answers from Edith Ellen 
Sutton and Beryl Rushton, 

who says that Hunt intended this to be an elaborate moral 
and biblical fable saying in his memoirs that the shepherd 
symbolised the church neglecting its flock (the sheep 
straying into the corn and the lamb eating green apples). 

This month we have part of a picture in the Vatican. Can 
you let me know the title and who the famous artist was who 
painted the work? 
Answers to Roland please by the end of December. The 
answer and names of correct submissions will be published 
in January’s edition. 

Membership News  
We welcome new members…..  

Margaret Seward    from    Bromley Cross 
Alan Ramsdale    from    Farnworth 

Carole Hawthorne    from    Westhoughton 
Derek Haslam   from   Astley Bridge 
Leslie Stones    from   Great Lever 

Linda Taylor    from   Halliwell 
 and Anna Chadwick  who has returned after a short break. 
 If you have an email address and haven’t yet told our Secretary, please do 
so asap. It will save your Circle postage costs. Send Roland an email asap. 
72 of our 171 members are “on-line. 

 
Our “Annual” Exhibition  

The exhibition in the Central Art Gallery has been acclaimed 
by everyone who has seen the pictures on display. 
Comments in the Visitors Book confirm that we have a vast 
array of talent amongst our 170+ members and sales have 
almost reached double figures. Preview night worked out 
quite well, with the PowerPoint presentations of our 
“winning” pictures by the Gallery. Don’t forget to come to the 
Gallery or Highfield to collect exhibited works on Tuesday 
5th December. Details were given on the Timetable you 
received. Any queries, ring Sheila Booth  on 01204 793700. 

 

Colouring 
the waters  
How long have 
people been 
painting in 
watercolour? 
Member Russell 
Eaton  has turned 
up the following in 
a book about old 
Prestwich, which, 
when edited, 
reads: -                                      Clark’s Hill, Prestwich                     
……….there was a terrace of Victorian houses next to a 

converted farmhouse. An early noteworthy resident of 
Clark’s Hill was Edward Barlow, born at the farmhouse in 
1641. He kept an illustrated journal of his sea voyages, 
earning distinction as the first English watercolourist. 

Hospital Link  
Incredibly it is almost 12 months since we decorated the 
Link Corridor at the Royal Bolton Hospital. Paul and Norma 
Titterton  (tel 01942 814437) hope to have a changeover of 
exhibited works towards the end of January. This is open to 
all members. 

The Very Last Drop  
After 6 ½ years of almost continuous monthly exhibitions, 
the Art Fairs at the Last Drop may have had their day.  
Although, the Fairs have been an excellent monthly venue 
where members of art societies all over the North West 
could exhibit works cheaply, there has been a lack of 
consistent interest both from artists and, more recently, the 
public. We have endeavoured to publicise the events, but it 
has proved very expensive as numbers have declined. 
Recently we have been losing some £60 per month. 
The Fairs are completely non-profit making and have raised 
almost £10,000 for charity over the years. 
Another factor is, with fewer artists (and willing spouses, 
etc.) there are less people to erect and dismantle the 
stands, making this aspect more onerous. Also the Last 
Drop itself doesn’t now seem to be as popular to visitors. 
There must be well over 350 artists in clubs within a 20-mile 
radius of Bolton, apart from many more we don’t know 
about. So it does seem a pity that within this area of 
Lancashire, there cannot be something similar to our Fairs 
where artists can regularly display their works for sale to an 
interested public.  

WHAT DO YOU THINK?  
Your Chairman and Secretary are shortly to meet the Last 
Drop Management to discuss the possibility of holding the 
Fairs every 2 months, or even quarterly. 
The next, and possibly the last Last Drop Art Fair,  will 
be held on 10 December.  
EDITOR’S FOOTNOTE Views and comments are those of the Editor and not 

necessarily those of Bolton Art Circle. Items for this publication should be sent by 
mail, email, or by hand to your Secretary, Roland Arthur, 45 Sherbourne Road, 
Heaton, Bolton, BL1 5NN. Tel 01204 847607. email bac@rebarthur.f9.co.uk 


